Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2026-27 Reply Serial No.

CSTB259
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3164)

Head: (95) Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Subhead (No. & title): ()

Programme: (4) Performing Arts

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism

Question:

1. Please provide two tables, one listing the contents, dates, expenditures, actual
attendances, and percentages of tourists over the attendances in respect of the
programmes of the Hong Kong Arts Festival (HKAF) in 2025, while the other listing
the contents, dates, estimated expenditures, estimated attendances, and estimated
percentages of tourists over the estimated attendances in respect of the programmes of

the HKAF in 2026.

2. Please provide a table listing the revised estimates, themes, contents, dates, organisers,
co-organisers, attendances, and percentages of tourists over the attendances in respect
of the Hong Kong Pop Culture Festival (HKPCF), the Chinese Culture Festival (CCF)

and the International Arts Carnival (IAC) in 2025.

3. Please provide a table listing the forecasted estimates, themes, contents, dates,
organisers, co-organisers, attendances, and percentages of tourists over the attendances

in respect of the HKPCF, the CCF and the IAC in 2026.

4.  What are the Government’s plans for enhancing collaboration with the tourism sector
on promoting the above events to tourists both domestically and internationally to foster

the development of cultural tourism?

Asked by: Hon YIU Pak-leung (LegCo internal reference no.: 29)
Reply:

1.to3.  The details of the Hong Kong Arts Festival (HKAF), the Hong Kong Pop Culture
Festival (HKPCF), the Chinese Culture Festival (CCF) and the International Arts

Carnival (IAC) in 2025 and 2026 are set out in Annex.



Regarding the promotion of the HKAF, the HKPCF, the CCF and the IAC, the
Hong Kong Arts Festival Society (HKAFS) and the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department (LCSD) have not only set up official websites for these festivals, but
have also made use of social media platforms (e.g. Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn,
Xiaohongshu, Weibo, Bauhinia Magazine, channels of cultural tourism gurus,
YouTube, WeChat and Douyin) for online publicity. To target tourists from the
Chinese Mainland and overseas, the HKAFS has also been utilising the Internet
platform of the Hong Kong Tourism Board (HKTB) to promote the HKAF as one
of Hong Kong’s mega-events in focus in March. The LCSD has also promoted
the programmes of these festivals via other channels, including advertisements on
the bodies of buses to and from the airport and control points, advertisements
within Express Rail Link stations and train compartments, and recreational and
cultural platforms in English. Meanwhile, the LCSD has collaborated with
various stakeholders, including the HKTB, the Offices of the Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in the Mainland and the Economic and
Trade Offices overseas, to promote these festivals via their networks and
platforms, with a view to attracting more tourists to Hong Kong for an experience
of the city’s unique cultural glamour, an appreciation of the distinctiveness of
aspects of the fine traditional Chinese culture, and an enriched journey into arts
and culture. This will help to achieve the goal of “shaping tourism with cultural
activities and promoting culture through tourism”, thereby fostering the
development of cultural tourism.



Annex

Programme Details of the Hong Kong Arts Festival (HKAF), the Hong Kong Pop Culture Festival (HKPCF),

the Chinese Culture Festival (CCF) and the International Arts Carnival (IAC) in 2025 and 2026

Festival Date Organiser Programme Content Expenditure Attendance
[Percentage of
Tourists]
The 53rd HKAF February to Hong Kong Arts | Organised by the HKAFS with | About $18 million of Over 310 000
March 2025 Festival Society | funding support of various | regular subvention
(Educational and (HKAFS) sources, including the Leisure from the LCSD [Percentage of
outreach activities and Cultural Services tourists:
lasted until Department (LCSD). Over about 10%]Nete
June 2025) 1300 outstanding local,

Chinese Mainland and overseas
artists were invited to present
about 50 programmes,
including 6 new works/world
premieres, 5 Asia premieres and
2 co-productions, with a total of
135 performances (including
4 touring performances in the
Greater Bay Area outside Hong
Kong). The programmes
covered drama in Cantonese,
English and other foreign
languages, Chinese  opera,
Western opera, classical music,
contemporary music, ballet,
modern dance, musical,
immersive performance and arts




Festival

Date

Organiser

Programme Content

Expenditure

Attendance
[Percentage of
Tourists]

tech. The HKAF also
presented more than
400 “Festival PLUS” activities,
“Young Friends” experience
activities, and educational and
outreach activities, including
talks, masterclasses, workshops,
backstage tours, meet-the-artists
sessions,  film  screenings,
exhibitions, live performances
with audience interaction, and
in-depth local tours.

HKPCF 2025

April to July 2025

LCSD

With “More Than Joy” as the
theme, it presented about
20 programmes in different
formats, with about
154 performances and
activities, including concerts,
outdoor music performances,
thematic exhibitions and film
screenings to promote Hong
Kong’s pop culture.

$18 million earmarked
by the LCSD and its
existing resources

About 800 000

[Percentage of
tourists:
about 26% Nt




Festival Date Organiser Programme Content Expenditure Attendance
[Percentage of
Tourists]
CCF 2025 June to Presented by the | It promoted and advocated | $20 million earmarked Over 900 000
September 2025 | Culture, Sports and | Chinese culture by presenting | by the LCSD and its

Tourism Bureau
(CSTB)

Organised by the
Chinese Culture
Promotion Office
(CCPO) of the
LCSD

49 programmes in different
formats, with 298 performances
and activities, including the
Chinese Opera Festival (COF),
outstanding local works
recognised by the China
National Arts Fund, and music,
dance, drama, multi-arts
performances, film screenings
and exhibitions organised in
collaboration with arts and
cultural groups with Chinese
cultural  backgrounds  and
networks, with Xi’an being the
City in Focus and “Tea Culture”
included in a special
programme series.

existing resources

[Percentage of
tourists:
about 17%]Nete




Festival Date Organiser Programme Content Expenditure Attendance
[Percentage of
Tourists]
[IAC 2025 July to LCSD By organising 15 programmes $7.1 million About 54 000
August 2025 in different formats with earmarked by the
102 performances and | LCSD and its existing [Percentage of
activities, it presented a series of resources tourists:
inspiring,  entertaining  and about 4%]Nete
educational local and visiting
performing arts programmes,
bringing the audience a joyful
and meaningful summer holiday
while enhancing their interest in
and appreciation of performing
arts.
The 54th HKAF February to HKAFS Organised by the HKAFS with | About $18 million of | Estimated at about
March 2026 funding support of various | regular subvention 270 000
(Educational and sources, including the LCSD. from the LCSD
outreach activities Over 1100 outstanding local, [Estimated
lasted until Chinese Mainland and overseas percentage of
June 2026) artists were invited to present tourists:

more than 45 programmes,
including 6 new works/world
premieres, 6 Asia premieres and
6 co-productions, with a total of
over 180 performances. The
programmes covered drama in
Cantonese, English and other
foreign languages, Chinese
opera, Western opera, classical

about 10%]




Festival

Date

Organiser

Programme Content

Expenditure

Attendance
[Percentage of
Tourists]

music, contemporary music,
ballet, modern dance, musical,
acrobatics, immersive
performance and arts tech.
The HKAF also presented more
than 300 “Festival PLUS”
activities, “Young Friends”
experience  activities, and
educational and  outreach
activities, including  talks,
masterclasses, workshops,
backstage tours, meet-
the-artists sessions, film
screenings, exhibitions and
guided cultural tours.

HKPCF 2026

April to
June 2026

LCSD

With “Beyond Fantasy” as the
theme, it will present about
20 programmes in different
formats, with about
120 performances and
activities, including concerts,
outdoor music performances,
thematic exhibitions and film
screenings to promote Hong
Kong’s pop culture.

$18 million earmarked
by the LCSD and its
existing resources

Estimated at over
600 000

[Estimated
percentage of
tourists:
about 25%]




Festival Date Organiser Programme Content Expenditure Attendance
[Percentage of
Tourists]
CCF 2026 June to Presented by With “Legends” as the theme, it | $20 million earmarked | Estimated at over
September 2026 the CSTB will promote and advocate | by the LCSD and its 900 000
Chinese culture by presenting existing resources
Organised by the | over 40 programmes in different [Estimated
CCPO of formats, with over percentage of
the LCSD 280 performances and tourists:
activities, including the COF, about 17%]
outstanding local works

recognised by the China
National Arts Fund, and music,
dance, drama, multi-arts
performances, film screenings
and exhibitions organised in
collaboration with arts and
cultural groups with Chinese
cultural  backgrounds  and
networks, with Luoyang being
the City in Focus and the
programmes drawing
inspiration from the cultures of
the Sui and Tang dynasties.




Festival Date Organiser Programme Content Expenditure Attendance
[Percentage of
Tourists]
IAC 2026 July to LCSD By organising 13 programmes $7.8 million Estimated at about
August 2026 in different formats with earmarked by the 65 000
114 performances and | LCSD and its existing
activities, it will present a series resources [Estimated
of inspiring, entertaining and percentage of
educational local and visiting tourists:
performing arts programmes, about 5%]
bringing the audience a joyful
and meaningful summer holiday
while enhancing their interest in
and appreciation of performing
arts.
Note: Figures revealed from audience questionnaire surveys.

- End -






