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Question: 
Regarding the promotion of Hong Kong’s intangible cultural heritage (ICH), please inform 
this Committee of the following: 

1. Please tabulate the revised estimates and establishments of the ICH Office in 2025-26,
and the estimates and establishments in 2026-27.

2. Please tabulate the activities organised by the ICH Office in 2025-26, the attendance
figures (including the percentage of tourists, if any) and the expenditure involved.

3. It is mentioned in paragraph 21 under Brief Description that the ICH Office launched
the 7th round of Community-driven Projects and Partnership Projects in 2025.  In this
connection, please provide details of the relevant funded projects and the expenditure
involved.

4. Please provide the attendance figures (including the percentage of tourists, if any) of and
the estimates involved in the inaugural Hong Kong ICH Month held by the ICH Office
in 2025.  Please also advise on the theme and estimated expenditure of the Hong Kong
ICH Month 2026.

5. Please provide details of the Government’s initiatives in collaborating with the tourism
industry to make full use of Hong Kong’s ICH resources for creating “ICH + Tourism”

experience.  Please also advise whether the Government will work with the Antiquities
and Monuments Office to synergise heritage sites with ICH in order to turn these sites
into venues for ICH experience and promote such venues as tourism products to visitors.

Asked by: Hon YIU Pak-leung (LegCo internal reference no.: 51) 
Reply: 



1. The recurrent expenditure (excluding staff cost) and staff establishment of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage (ICH) Office in 2025-26 and 2026-27 are tabulated below:

Year Estimated recurrent expenditure 
($ million) 

Establishment 
(number) 

2025-26 31.21 
(revised estimate) 

24 

2026-27 28.52 25 

2. The number of activities organised by the ICH Office in 2025-26, together with the
attendance and expenditure involved, is tabulated below:

Number of 
activities 

(up to end 
February 2026) 

Attendance 
(up to end 

February 2026) 

Expenditure 
($ million) 

Exhibitions(1) 15 1 116 360 3.25 

Education and extension 
programmes(2) 

1 792 611 609 13.52 

Notes: 
(1) Including in-house, off-site and outbound exhibitions.
(2) Including activities held under the “ICH Funding Scheme – Partnership Projects”, such as talks,

workshops, demonstrations, performances and fun days.

As revealed from the questionnaire surveys, the percentages of local visitors and tourists 
to the Hong Kong ICH Centre (located at the Sam Tung Uk Museum) are 75.1% and 
24.9% respectively. 

3. The ICH Office launched on 10 December 2025 the 7th round of ICH Funding Scheme,
consisting of Community-driven Projects and Partnership Projects.
Community-driven Projects aim to provide funding to local organisations or individuals
to carry out projects for the transmission and promotion of items in the Representative
List of the ICH of Hong Kong or the ICH Inventory.  For the Partnership Projects
launched in this round, 3 project items, namely ICH Event Calendar on Traditional
Festivals and Rituals, ICH Creation, and Survey and Research for Enriching the ICH
Inventory of Hong Kong, are included.  After the closing of application for the ICH
Funding Scheme on 27 January 2026, vetting process is now underway.  The funded
projects and funding amount will be subject to the vetting results.

4. The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) organised the inaugural Hong
Kong ICH Month from 31 May to 1 July 2025.  The activities held included over
80 ICH performances, 60 interactive experiential booths on ICH and 24 field trips under
“ICH Highlight Tours”, covering more than 100 ICH items and drawing an attendance
of over 160 000.  Based on the questionnaire data from various activities, tourist
participants accounted for over 15%.



The LCSD will continue to organise the Hong Kong ICH Month in June 2026 on the 
theme of “ICH Around Town”.  Apart from other existing resources, an additional 
provision of around $6 million will be earmarked for organising the activities concerned. 

5. In addition to leveraging different channels (such as online platforms, social media and
advertisements) to promote Hong Kong’s ICH and related activities to citizens and
tourists, the ICH Office also provides funding to ICH-related organisations through the
ICH Funding Scheme for organising activities such as cultural festivals and carnivals.
Furthermore, the ICH Office partners with the Hong Kong Tourism Board (HKTB) to
publicise and promote ICH activities in a bid to attract tourists.

For the Hong Kong ICH Month to be organised in June 2026, a wide array of
programmes will be held to promote local ICH items and their rich essence of Chinese
culture to citizens and tourists and foster integration of culture and tourism.  The ICH
Office will continue to collaborate with the HKTB to organise “ICH Highlight Tours”,

where tourists will be guided through different districts for an in-depth exploration of
Hong Kong’s ICH items, including those associated with monuments and historic
buildings.

The ICH Office has established the Hong Kong ICH Centre at the Sam Tung Uk
Museum, a declared monument blending heritage and ICH elements, serving as a
display and education base for promoting ICH to citizens and tourists.  The ICH Office
will explore co-operation with the Antiquities and Monuments Office in due course to
examine the feasibility of synergising monuments with ICH.

- End -




