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Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism

Question:

Launched in 2009, the Venue Partnership Scheme (VPS) seeks to facilitate co-operation
between arts groups and venues for mutual benefits. The Leisure and Cultural Services
Department published the list of venue partners of the 6th round of the VPS at the end of last
year. A total of 16 local arts groups were selected, representing a decrease of 6 groups
compared with the previous round. Some major local arts groups, such as the Hong Kong
Ballet and Wind Mill Grass Theatre, were not selected in this round. In this connection,
would the Government inform this Committee of the following:

Are box-office takings the primary criterion for selecting arts groups under the VPS?  If not,
what are the specific selection criteria?

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla (LegCo internal reference no.: 32)
Reply:

The enhanced 6th round Venue Partnership Scheme (VPS) (covering the period from
1 April 2026 to 31 March 2029) seeks to nurture the artistic level and competitiveness of
venue partners, strengthen venue identities, incentivise the good use of existing facilities to
present more venue-suiting programmes and encourage the development of performing arts
at the community level, thereby fostering a diversified and professional development of arts
and culture.

When inviting applications for the 6th round VPS in June 2025, the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department (LCSD) had already set out in the relevant public documents the
selection criteria, which include the strategic alignment of the applicant’s proposal with the
vision and objectives of the VPS, the artistic merit of past and planned productions and
activities, the administrative experience and management capabilities of the applicant, the
compatibility with venue’s positioning, the effective utilisation of venue resources, and the
marketing strategies, amongst others. The assessment panel, comprising members of the



Committee on Venue Partnership and the Programme and Development Committee,
conducted independent assessments based on the selection criteria to select the most suitable
venue partner(s) from the proposals received. With the quotas for venue partners adjusted,
more performance slots can be released for open application by different arts groups.
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