Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2026-27 Reply Serial No.

CSTB243
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0693)

Head: (95) Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Subhead (No. & title): ()

Programme: (5) Public Libraries

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism

Question:

Regarding the operation of public libraries, would the Government inform this Committee of:

1.  the establishment, strength, number of new recruits, number of staff leaving the service
and corresponding administrative expenditure regarding civil servants in each of the
public libraries in each of the past 3 years, with a breakdown by grade;

2. the attendance, annual number of loans (by age group of patrons and corresponding
proportion) and details of library extension activities held (such as the name of the
activities, number of participants and administrative expenditure) of each of the public
libraries and mobile libraries in each of the past 3 years;

3.  the details of library extension activities proposed to be held by public libraries in the
coming year, such as the name of the activities, target number of participants and
estimated expenditure;

4.  the expenditure used (or proposed to be used) for acquiring books by public libraries in
the past 3 years and in the coming year; and

5. whether more diverse elements would be considered for incorporation into the planning

of enhancing and extending public libraries, such as offering a wider range of knowledge
enrichment courses for different target groups (including retirees, women and young
people), organising additional parent-child activities during long holidays and
promoting a culture of reading at the same time, with a view to enabling public libraries
to innovate in the digital era while fulfilling their functions of education and
knowledge dissemination in society?

Asked by: Hon LEE Ka-kui, Elvin (LegCo internal reference no.: 16)



Reply:

A breakdown of the civil service establishment, strength, number of new recruits,
number of staff leaving the service and corresponding expenditure by grade for public
libraries under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department from 2023-24 to 2025-26
is set out in Annex 1.

The attendance of each of the public libraries and mobile libraries from 2023-24 to
2025-26 is set out in Annex II, while the number of loans of library materials by age
group of patrons is tabulated below:

2025-26
2023-24 2024-25 (up to end
February 2026)
Age Number Proportion Number Proportion Number Proportion
Grou of Loans (%o)D of Loans (%)M of Loans (%)M
P (items) ¢ (items) 0 (items) °
0-9 [3949102 13.5 4288913 14.1 3342 246 12.1
10-19 |3 155690 10.8 3163 454 10.4 2 804 680 10.2
20-29 | 1331272 4.6 1125459 3.7 1 004 182 3.6
30-39 |5364929 18.4 5627297 18.5 5187 331 18.8
40-49 | 7524787 25.8 8121 559 26.7 7 686 451 27.9
50-59 3455360 11.8 3376 378 11.1 3 102 886 11.3
00r 14400027| 151  |4714763| 155 4434645 161
above
Total (29 191 067 100 30 417 823 100 27 562 421 100
Note:
(1)  There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of the proportions and the total owing to
rounding.

Library extension activities held by public libraries include book displays, exhibitions,
storytelling for children, subject talks, literary/creative competitions, reading
programmes, reading clubs, outreach activities to promote reading, etc. The number
of library extension activities, number of participants and expenditure involved from
2023-24 to 2025-26 are tabulated below:

Library Extension Activities
Year Number of Number of Expenditure
Activities Participants ($ million)
2023-24 21 887 12 803 817 20.21
2024-25 21737 15212 777 27.94
2025-26 20 159 15 546 856 19.38
(up to end February 2026)




To promote reading and library services, the Hong Kong Public Libraries (HKPL) plans
to organise about 22 000 activities of a wide variety in 2026-27, with an expected
attendance of 16.1 million and an estimated expenditure of about $20 million. The
major initiatives include:

(a) organising large-scale reading events (such as Hong Kong Reading Week and
Summer Library Festival) to promote reading for all;

(b) offering library outreach services through visits of Library-on-Wheels to different
communities with a view to providing reading activities and introducing library
collections and resources;

(c) engaging with community groups to organise reading promotion activities with
local features; and

(d) making use of various channels (such as social media and online platforms) for
introducing library e-resources, recommending popular e-books, posting
information on library activities and sharing reading tips by invited guests.

The expenditure used (or proposed to be used) for acquiring books by public libraries
from 2023-24 to 2026-27 is tabulated below:

Year Expenditure on Acquisition of Books
($ million)
2023-24 47.50
2024-25 45.25
2025-26 42.16
(up to end February 2026)
2026-27 (estimate) 41.65

The HKPL organises a wide range of activities from time to time to meet various needs
of different people, including arranging talks or workshops for retirees on topics such as
technology applications, sports and health, healthy diets and Chinese culture to promote
constructive use of leisure time and life-long learning; organising a variety of
parent-child reading activities to strengthen parent-child relationship and cultivate a
reading habit among children; and offering programmes for young people such as
lectures on Chinese wisdom and life pursuits, writing workshops and meet-the-authors
sessions to deepen their understanding of Chinese history and culture while fostering an
interest in literary writing.



Establishment, Strength, Number of New Recruits,

Regarding Civil Servants of the HKPL
from 2023-24 to 2025-26

Annex 1

Number of Staff Leaving the Service and Corresponding Expenditure

Number of Number of
Establishment | Strength ., |Staff Leaving| Expenditure
Year Grade ) ) New Recruits the Service | ($ million)
(2)
2)Q3)

2023-24 |Librarian 370 355 25 22 756
Curator 3 3 0 0
Manager,

Cultural Services ? ? 0 0
Cul‘Fural Services 357 348 71 30
Assistant

Technical Officer

(Cultural 14 11 2 2
Services)

Other Grades®” 756 711 110 53

2024-25 |Librarian 372 357 15 20 774
Curator 3 3 0 0
Manager,

Cultural Services ? ? 0 I
Cultfural Services 357 344 3 19
Assistant

Technical Officer

(Cultural 14 14 0 2
Services)

Other Grades® 755 729 50 45

2025-26 |Librarian 372 349 28 8 768
Curator 3 3 0 0
Manager,

Cultural Services ? ? 0 I
Cul‘Fural Services 353 334 35 24
Assistant
Technical Officer
(Cultural 14 13 1 0
Services)
Other Grades® 750 712 29 33
Notes:
(1) 2023-24:asat 1 April 2023
2024-25: as at 1 April 2024
2025-26: as at 1 April 2025
(2) 2023-24:up to 31 March 2024
2024-25: up to 31 March 2025
2025-26: up to 28 February 2026

(3) Includes the number of civil servants who resigned, transferred to other grades, retired and had

their service terminated.

(4) Other grades include Executive Officer, Clerical Officer, Clerical Assistant, Personal Secretary,
Typist, Supplies Supervisor, Photographer and Workman II.



Annual Attendance of Public Libraries
from 2023-24 to 2025-26

Annex 11

Attendance of Library
District Library 2025-26
2023-24 2024-25 (up to end

February 2026)

Central & City Hall 615 291 587 944 535676

Western Shek Tong Tsui 284 812 | 333863 310 046

Smithfield 176 428 195 078 178 625

Eastern Chai Wan 312 606 338319 310410

Electric Road 135 237 156 626 145 536

North Point 200 046 213 285 199 073

Quarry Bay 248 404 285130 274 100

Siu Sai Wan 227792 246 942 220 045

Yiu Tung 76 035 100 500 90 503

Southern Aberdeen 306 785 349 609 324 811

Ap Lei Chau 92 864 123 315 109 895

Pok Fu Lam 80 725 106 305 96 600

Stanley 81321 112 744 102 887

Wan Chai Hong  Kong  Central | 135517 2353193 2278213
Library

Lockhart Road 322 444 332756 307 754

Wong Nai Chung 93 256 97 212 87 556

Kowloon City Hung Hom 184 384 205 814 182 667

Kowloon 399 506 353114 343 582

Kowloon City 123 264 139 520 126 453

To Kwa Wan 437 951 496 085 476 115

Kwun Tong Lam Tin 496 425 519 620 461 519

Lei Yue Mun 85555 93472 89 069

Ngau Tau Kok 290 508 320 302 294 197

Sau Mau Ping 118 803 161 301 148 355

Shui Wo Street 292 945 321 648 291 036

Shun Lee Estate 100 773 113 241 102 713




Attendance of Library

District Library 2025-26
2023-24 2024-25 (up to end

February 2026)

Sham Shui Po Lai Chi Kok 418 078 451 900 408 861
Po On Road 563 244 564 366 522 186

Sham Shui Po 716 490 740 766 715101

Shek Kip Mei 167 523 191 210 178 810

Un Chau Street 163 167 182 052 164 828

Wong Tai Sin Fu Shan 79 215 80 904 73 257
Lok Fu 125 338 154 195 147 513

Lung Hing 122 979 159 388 141 953

Ngau Chi Wan 226 078 232 638 214 041

San Po Kong 504 738 557 698 520938

Tsz Wan Shan 184 500 221 858 212 573

Yau Tsim Mong | Fa Yuen Street 300 244 335 342 303 296
Tai Kok Tsui 170 260 193 404 178 621

Tsim Sha Tsui 99 587 102 485 96 872

Yau Ma Tei 439 584 454 468 421 897

Islands Cheung Chau 73 961 115 795 104 859
Mui Wo 20 623 20510 18 080

Peng Chau 21815 23 087 23390

North Lamma 16 034 14 140 12 185

South Lamma 522 650 695

Tai O 7 430 7 623 7 141

Tung Chung 287 051 329 480 313 688

Kwai Tsing North Kwai Chung 342 427 365 843 313 566
South Kwai Chung 390 790 400 458 360 476

Tsing Yi 477 290 454 031 439 505

North Fanling 397 624 442 139 408 170
Fanling South 197 389 196 211 179 009

Sha Tau Kok 24 720 28 364 24 293

Sheung Shui 435510 447 492 407 963

Sai Kung Sai Kung 190 978 207 877 195 557
Tiu Keng Leng 604 532 634 626 646 496

Tseung Kwan O 372270 381 056 348 868




Attendance of Library
District Library 2025-26
2023-24 2024-25 (up to end

February 2026)

Sha Tin Lek Yuen 37913 40 215 35712
Ma On Shan 564 874 586 417 529 342

Sha Tin 679 627 755 037 699 333

Yuen Chau Kok 398 589 402 499 360 189

Tai Po Tai Po 613 862 672 895 620 023
Tsuen Wan Shek Wai Kok 34 198 46 965 45 028
Tsuen Wan 624 614 713 629 680 182

Tuen Mun Butterfly Estate 90 493 103 677 97 095
Tai Hing 167 459 187 160 165 224

Tuen Mun 879 712 914 256 863 772

Yuen Long Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai 717 397 808 419 754 871
Tin Shui Wai North 111 681 190 824 186 033

Yuen Long 850 569 | 1003 038 941 384

Mobile Library 1 29 495 28 788 26 278
Mobile Library 2 9 848 8 887 7 541
Mobile Library 3 15 503 14 581 14 519
Mobile Library 4 16 156 16 258 15108
Mobile Library 5 11441 7 134 11923
Mobile Library 6 11917 10 643 11 441
Mobile Library 7 19712 22 933 25601
Mobile Library 8 29 618 29 589 28 018
Mobile Library 9 31976 27072 28 057
Mobile Library 10 16 368 16 395 15169
Mobile Library 11 8 946 10917 10 924
Mobile Library 12 8 140 11 448 13133

- End -






