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Question:

The East Kowloon Cultural Centre (EKCC), the first performance venue under the Leisure
and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) committed to promoting the integration of arts and
technology, was officially opened in November 2025. Additionally, the Government stated
in its reply to a Legislative Council Member’s written question last year that the LCSD would
allocate an annual provision of around $85 million to develop the EKCC as an arts technology
incubator. Regarding the operation of the EKCC, would the Government advise this
Committee of:

1. abreakdown of the expenditure covered by the provision of $85 million;

2. the establishment, strength and administrative expenditure relating to civil servants in
the EKCC, broken down by grade;

3. the respective numbers of applications for hire of “The Hall”, “The Theatre”, “The
Turns”, “The Beats”, “The Lab” and “Incubators” of the EKCC since applications were
invited in August last year;

4.  the arts technology programmes held in the EKCC since the official opening and their
details (e.g. programme titles and attendances);

5. the work plan of the EKCC Academy for Arts Tech for the coming year.

Asked by: Hon LEE Ka-kui , Elvin (LegCo internal reference no.: 15)
Reply:

1. The annual provision of around $85 million for the East Kowloon Cultural Centre
(EKCC) is mainly used for the following: managing and operating a testbed studio called
“The Lab”; procuring, upgrading and maintaining professional stage equipment and



systems; hiring technical experts to operate and provide technical support for
cutting-edge systems and equipment; establishing and operating the EKCC Academy
for Arts Tech (Academy), which organises short-term programmes, workshops and
other activities related to the application of arts technology, and launches an Arts Tech
Trainee Programme for hiring trainees and providing training; and supporting and
facilitating collaboration between arts practitioners and technical professionals in the
planning, production, and promotion of arts technology works and work-in-progress
showcases, and in the advancement of research and development. The above provision
has been absorbed into the EKCC’s overall estimated expenditure, which covers
remuneration, operating expenses, programme production costs and other expenditures.

The establishment and strength of the EKCC in 2025-26 are tabulated below (involving
an expenditure on remuneration of about $28.55 million):

As at 1 April 2025
Grade Establishment Strength
Manager, Cultural Services 25 25
Other grades 32 31
Total 57 56

The respective numbers of applications for hire of the facilities of the EKCC since
applications were accepted in August 2025 are tabulated below:

Facility No. of Applications for Hire
The Hall 603

The Theatre 205

The Turns 152

The Beats 141

The LabNete 5

Incubators 1, 2 and 3 56

Note: The number of applications for hire of The Lab is relatively low because it also serves as a
testbed studio for research and development under the Academy, providing a platform and a
base for arts practitioners and technology professionals to test and experiment creations.

The EKCC formally came into full operation in November 2025, and presented a
three-month “EKCC Opening Season”, which lasted until the end of February 2026 and
featured a total of 224 performances of arts tech programmes with a total attendance of

around 240 000. The details of the programmes are set out in the table below:
Arts Tech Programmes in the No. of
“EKCC Opening Season” Performances
Original Musical “HighLights — The Memories of Charles Kao” 21
Multi-arts programme ‘“Pulse/Pulse/Pulse” 7
Theatrical Meditation Production “Cankramati 28
(Into the Macrocosm)”




Arts Tech Programmes in the

No. of

“EKCC Opening Season” Performances
Multi-arts theatre “Far Away from Song/Song From Far Away” by 32
Ivanhoe Lam
“Sound Everywhere in the Universe” by Reframe Theatre 12




Arts Tech Programmes in the No. of
“EKCC Opening Season” Performances
Multi-arts interactive installation “Passage of Abundance” 14
by Desmond Leung and Thomas Lo

Projection mapping “Bioluminescence” by Oliver Shing

Scenographic installation “The Tides of Time” by Wong Chi-yung 3
“Techformance — 2025 Hong Kong & Shenzhen Bi-City Biennale 10
of Urbanism/Architecture (UABB 2025)”

Finale showcase of the 1st EKCC Arts Tech Trainee Programme 61
“Just Kid-ing”

Asiat Festival 2025: “Strangely Familiar” 6

by The Human Expression Dance Company (Singapore)

“Alt-Escape” by Video Phase (Canada) 8
“Little Murmur” by Aakash Odedra Company (UK) 7
“Lucie in the Sky” by Australasian Dance Collective (Australia) 4
“Incremental Changes” by Gerald Peter and Aaron Thier (Austria) 6
“Cheers!” Series: “The Storyville Mosquito” by Kid Koala 3
(Canada)

Total 224

In 2026-27, the Academy will launch the 2nd batch of Arts Tech Trainee Programme
(24-month) to provide young people aspiring to pursue a career in arts technology
production with more focused training and hands-on opportunities in programme
production. The Academy will also continue to liaise closely with local tertiary
institutions on the provision of exchange, internship, and showcasing opportunities for
students in arts technology-related disciplines with a view to fostering exchange of
experience and expertise. To support the sustainable development of arts technology,
an array of workshops, sharing sessions, community engagement activities and other
events will be held to introduce young people, artists, and stage technicians to the
cutting-edge stage systems of the venues of the EKCC, and share knowledge of arts
technology with the general public.

- End -





