Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2026-27 Reply Serial No.

CSTB240

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0457)

Head: (95) Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Subhead (No. & title): ()

Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism

Question:

One of the duties of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) is to manage
14 public museums, 2 art spaces and the Hong Kong Film Archive (HKFA). It also
organises such activities as off-site exhibitions, outbound exhibitions, and in-house education
and extension programmes. Would the Government inform this Committee of the

following:

1. The attendance figures, numbers of opening days, average daily attendances and
operating expenses of each of the museums and art spaces and the HKFA under

the LCSD in the past 2 years;

2. The Department’s current development plans for applying innovative technologies in its

museums and art spaces;

3. The current number of holders of the Museum Pass issued by the LCSD and the average

attendance for such holders;

4.  The Department stated that the higher number and attendance of outbound exhibitions
in 2025 was due to the organisation of exhibitions at various places in the Chinese
Mainland. However, the indicator for outbound exhibitions in 2026 dropsto 9. What
are the Department’s considerations or mechanisms for organising outbound

exhibitions?

Asked by: Hon LEE Hoey Simon (LegCo internal reference no.: 23)
Reply:

(1) The attendance figures, numbers of opening days and average daily attendances of the
museums and art spaces under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD)
from 2024-25 to 2025-26 are set out in Annex I, and their recurrent expenditures

(excluding staff costs) are set out in Annex II.



)

().

(4).

When curating exhibitions, the LCSD museums proactively explore ways to apply
innovative technologies with due regard to exhibition themes and venue conditions.
This enables visitors to understand the exhibition contents and information on artefacts
in a more lively, diverse and interactive manner, thereby enhancing the quality of
presentation and visitor experience. Recent examples include the exhibition entitled
“Engaging Past Wisdom: Min Chiu Society at Sixty-five” held at the Hong Kong
Museum of Art, which employs holographic imaging technology for three-dimensional
interpretation of artefacts, allowing visitors to delve into the stories behind the exhibits
interactively; and the “Al Gallery” newly launched by the Hong Kong Science Museum
in February 2026, which integrates generative artificial intelligence (Al) and deep
learning technologies to showcase the fusion of Al with culture, arts and science with
the aid of interactive exhibits on painting, music composition, chess playing and
paper-scissors-stone, making it a more appealing form of popular science education.
In addition, the exhibition “The Hong Kong Jockey Club Series: Meet Mona Lisa &
Portraying the Renaissance” to be held at the Hong Kong Heritage Museum
in May 2026 will use technologies such as augmented reality and virtual reality to create
an immersive experience for visitors.

As at the end of February 2026, the LCSD has issued a total of 103 866 Museum Passes
in 2025-26, with LCSD museums recording an attendance of 219 762 Museum Pass
holders.

The LCSD museums have all along been maintaining close liaison with major cultural
institutions and museums in the Chinese Mainland and overseas, and proactively
exploring the feasibility of organising outbound exhibitions. Outbound exhibitions
involve more complex preparatory work and require negotiations with local partner
institutions in many aspects, such as venue arrangements, manpower and financial
resources, loan agreements, and customs clearance and transportation of artefacts.
The LCSD will prudently evaluate all the factors that need to be considered, and launch
outbound exhibitions at appropriate junctures to foster cultural exchange and promote
Hong Kong’s museum collections and exhibitions.



Annex 1

Attendances, Number of Opening Days and Average Daily Attendances at
Museums and Art Spaces under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department in

2024-25
Museum/Art Space Attendance Number of Average Daily
Opening Days Attendance
1 |Hong Kong Museum of Art!) 1692 157@ 314 5389
2 |Hong Kong Museum of 943 534 312 3024
History® 4
3 |Hong Kong Heritage Museum® 687 637 312 2204
4 |Hong Kong Science Museum" 1 477 349@ 314 4705
5 |Hong Kong Space Museum®® 1 026 404 312 3290
6 |Hong Kong Museum of the War 160 740 3130 514
of Resistance and Coastal
Defence"
7 |Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum! 9 007 27© 334
8 |Fireboat Alexander Grantham 62 903 312 202
Exhibition Gallery®
9 |Flagstaff House Museum of Tea 96 255 312 309
Ware®
10 | Hong Kong Railway Museum®® 227 4061 310® 734
11 |Law Uk Folk Museum? 13 636 314 43
12 |Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb 26 300 314 84
Museum®
13 |Sam Tung Uk Museum® 141 570 312 454
14| Sheung Yiu Folk Museum® 34 058 312 109
15 |Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre® 52 761 307 172
16|0i! 19 916 001 363 2 523
17 |Hong Kong Film Archive 95 683 312 307

Notes

(1) Closed on Thursdays (except general holidays), Lunar New Year’s Day and the second day of
Lunar New Year.

(2)  The higher attendances recorded in 2024 at the Hong Kong Museum of Art, the Hong Kong Heritage
Museum and the Hong Kong Science Museum were attributable to several well-received exhibitions
held during the year (including art exhibitions, an exhibition commemorating a celebrity’s birth
anniversary and national achievements-themed exhibitions and events).

(3) Closed on Tuesdays (except general holidays), Lunar New Year’s Day and the second day of
Lunar New Year.

(4)  The permanent exhibition had been temporarily closed for revamp since 19 October 2020, and reopened

in phases from 27 November 2024.



(5) Temporarily closed on 3 September 2024 for the unveiling ceremony of the Hong Kong Museum of
the War of Resistance and Coastal Defence and opening ceremony of the thematic exhibition “Brothers
in Arms: War of Resistance Activities of the East River Column in Shenzhen and Hong Kong”.

(6) Temporarily closed from 1 May 2024 to 6 November 2025 for upgrading the permanent exhibition
galleries to enhance the design and presentation, and for maintenance and renovation works.

(7)  Attendance in 2024 was boosted by a new exhibition launched in October 2023 to display Diesel Electric
Engine No. 60, a new addition to the museum collections.

(8)  Temporarily closed on 22 and 31 July 2024 to remove an Old and Valuable Tree at the museum in view
of its poor structural and health condition, and to carry out relevant remedial works.

(9) Closed on Tuesdays, Christmas Day and the day following Christmas Day, New Year’s Day,
Lunar New Year’s Day, and the second and third days of Lunar New Year.

(10) Closed on Lunar New Year’s Day and the second day of Lunar New Year.



Annex 1

Attendances, Number of Opening Days and Average Daily Attendances at
Museums and Art Spaces under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department in

2025-26 "
Museum/Art Space Attendance Number of | Average Daily
Opening Days | Attendance
1 |Hong Kong Museum of Art® 1193155 285 4187
2 |Hong Kong Museum of History®® | 1025232 285 3597
3 |Hong Kong Heritage Museum® 546 827 285 1919
4 |Hong Kong Science Museum® 1 003 298 285 3520
5 |Hong Kong Space Museum® 877 209 285 3078
6 |Hong Kong Museum of the War 159 682 285 560
of Resistance and Coastal Defence®
7 |Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum?® 33 429 99 338
8 |Fireboat  Alexander  Grantham 73 708 285 259
Exhibition Gallery®
9 |Flagstaff House Museum of Tea 94 045 285 330
Ware®
10| Hong Kong Railway Museum® 189 235 285 664
11|Law Uk Folk Museum® 13 033 285 46
12 |Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb 23 101 285 81
Museum®
13 |Sam Tung Uk Museum® 133 520 285 468
14 | Sheung Yiu Folk Museum® 30 669 285 108
15|Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre® 55920 279 200
16|0i! 7 820 281 329 2493
17| Hong Kong Film Archive® 96 226 285 338
Notes
(1)  As at 28 February 2026.
(2) Closed on Thursdays (except general holidays), Lunar New Year’s Day and the second day of
Lunar New Year.
(3) Closed on Tuesdays (except general holidays), Lunar New Year’s Day and the second day of
Lunar New Year.
(4)  The permanent exhibition had been temporarily closed for revamp since 19 October 2020, and reopened
in phases from 27 November 2024.
(5) Temporarily closed from 1 May 2024 to 6 November 2025 for upgrading the permanent exhibition
galleries to enhance the design and presentation, and for maintenance and renovation works.
(6) Closed on Tuesdays, Christmas Day and the day following Christmas Day, New Year’s Day,
Lunar New Year’s Day, and the second and third days of Lunar New Year.
(7)  Closed on Lunar New Year’s Day and the second day of Lunar New Year.



Annex 11

Recurrent Expenditures (Excluding Staff Costs) of Museums and Art Spaces
under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department from 2024-25 to 2025-26

Museum/Art Space 2024-25 2025-26
($ million) (Revised Estimate)
($ million)
1 |Hong Kong Museum of Art and 99.64 103.28
its Flagstaff House Museum of
Tea Ware
2 |Hong Kong Museum of History 108.25 91.82

and its Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum,
Fireboat Alexander Grantham
Exhibition Gallery, Law Uk
Folk Museum, Lei Cheng Uk
Han Tomb Museum and Hong
Kong Museum of the War of

Resistance and Coastal
Defence”
3 |Hong Kong Heritage Museum 80.32 81.93

and its Hong Kong Railway
Museum and Sheung Yiu Folk
Museum

4 |Hong Kong Science Museum 121.57 128.58
and its Hong Kong Space
Museum

5 |Intangible Cultural Heritage 20.85 31.21
Office and its Sam Tung Uk
Museum

6 |Art Promotion Office and its 29.83 31.87
Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre
and Oi!

7 | Hong Kong Film Archive 62.46 61.81

Chinese Culture Promotion 27.16 51.07
Office and its Hong Kong
Museum of the War of
Resistance and Coastal
Defence"

Note
(1) The Hong Kong Museum of the War of Resistance and Coastal Defence has been placed under
the Chinese Culture Promotion Office from 2025-26 onwards.

- End -





