Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2026-27 Reply Serial No.

CSTB236

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3530)

Head: (95) Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Subhead (No. & title): ()

Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism

Question:

It is mentioned in Programme (1) that the Department promotes the optimal utilisation of
sports facilities through various means. In this connection, would the Government inform

this Committee of the following:

(a) What were the operating expenditure (broken down by routine repair, venue
maintenance, staff remuneration, administrative cost, etc.) and the usage rates of the

Hong Kong Stadium (HKS) over the past 3 years?

(b) With the commissioning of the Kai Tak Sports Park, what is the projected decrease in

the usage rate and number of bookings of the HKS?

(c) During the “transitional period” before the HKS formally undergoes redevelopment or
conversion, it is anticipated that there will be increased idle time and space. What
specific short-term plans does the Government currently have to optimise the use of
these idle resources (such as granting short-term tenancies for commercial purposes,
organising small and medium-scale events, or making ancillary facilities available for

use by the public and schools)?

(d) What are the latest progress and implementation timetable for the redevelopment or

conversion of the HKS?

Asked by: Hon LAM Wai-kong (LegCo internal reference no.: 41)
Reply:

(a) & (b) The operating expenditure of the Hong Kong Stadium (HKS) from 2023-24 to

2025-26 is tabulated below:



(c) & (d)

2025-26
2023-24 2024-25 | (as at end of

($ million) | ($ million) | February)

($ million)

Manpower 17.34 15.49 14.25
Repair and maintenance 15.44 16.56 11.48
Others (including electricity, gas,
hire of services, professional fees, 29.33 25.17 16.59
administration and communications)

Total expenditure 62.11 57.22 42.32

Moreover, a total of 58 events were held at the HKS from 2023-24 to 2025-26, of
which 51 were ball games and 7 were other large-scale community events. There
has been no significant decrease in usage. The number of events held each year
is tabulated below:

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
Number of ball games 15 13 23
Number of other large-scale events 2 3 2
Annual total 17 16 25

As proposed in the 2025 Policy Address, the Government will review the
positioning of the HKS to complement Kai Tak Sports Park. The Government is
closely monitoring the usage of the park in the first 1 to 2 years of its operation
and reviewing the positioning of the HKS to determine the way forward for the
latter. Meanwhile, the Government leverages the HKS’s existing facilities to
support sports development, such as serving as office space for national sports
associations, organising matches and related training, and hosting large-scale
sports events. In 2025, a total of 22 matches and related training sessions were
held at the HKS, including Hong Kong, China vs Manchester United, the Hong
Kong Football Festival — AC Milan Open Training, and the Saudi Super
Cup — Hong Kong, China. In addition, starting from April this year, 7 national
sports associations are expected to hire office space at the HKS.

- End -





