Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2026-27 Reply Serial No.

CSTB223
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1994)
Head: (95) Leisure and Cultural Services Department
Subhead (No. & title): ()
Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports, (3) Heritage and Museums, (4)

Performing Arts

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism

Question:

The expenditure of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) has continuously
increased to over 12.36 billion annually. To further review the operation of the LCSD and
the management effectiveness of its facilities, please inform this Committee of the following:

l.

Please tabulate the activities (including exhibitions and performances) held at major
venues and facilities (including museums, art spaces, performance venues and sports
facilities), the attendance figures and the operating expenses involved in the past 3 years.

Regarding the Government’s commitment to promoting major international sports
events, please tabulate the operating expenses, staff costs, and maintenance costs for
major sports facilities (including the Hong Kong Stadium) in the past 3 years.

The LCSD administers the Sports Subvention Scheme, which provides funding support
to national sports associations (NSAs) for developing elite sports. Please provide the
total amount of subvention allocated to each NSA through the Scheme in the past
3 years, the details of the annual breakdown, and the relevant performance indicators.

Asked by: Hon FOK Kai-kong, Kenneth (LegCo internal reference no.: 9)
Reply:

1.& 2. The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) is responsible for

managing 15 museums, 2 art spaces and 17 performance venues. The numbers
of programmes/activities and attendances at these venues between 2023-24 and
2025-26 are set out in Annex I and Annex II respectively. The operating
expenses involved are tabulated as follows:



Operating Expenses ($m)
Venue 2025-26
2023-24 2024-25 (Estimate)
Museums and Art Spaces 1,203.4 1,155.9 1,402.6
Performance Venues 1,636.0 1,805.2 1,725.0

Major sports facilities under the LCSD are available for hosting various kinds of

activities.
as follows:

The usage hours of these facilities over the past 3 years are tabulated

Usage Hours of Major Sports Facilities from 2023 to 2025

Sports Facility 2023 2024 2025
(Hours) (Hours) (Hours)
Sports Centres (Arena) 3 000 060 3 295 748 3298 511
Turf Pitches! 145 377 147 021 149 761.5
Tennis Courts 953 022 992 941 1 070 199

'ncluding natural and artificial turf pitches

The operating expenses and staff costs of major sports facilities under the LCSD
from 2023-24 to 2025-26 are tabulated as follows:

Expenses of Major Sports Facilities from 2023-24 to 2025-26

Operating Expenses ($m)
Sports Facility 2025-26
2023-24 2024-25 .
(Estimate)

Operating| Staff |Operating| Staff |Operating| Staff
Expenses | Costs | Expenses | Costs | Expenses | Costs

Sports Centres 609 230 621 238 633 238

Sports Grounds

(including Turf

Pitches and 259 192 288 192 291 192
the Hong Kong
Stadium)
Tennis Courts 65 90 64 93 65 93

As the management of leisure venues is absorbed by the LCSD’s existing resources
and manpower, and the relevant maintenance expenses form part of the overall
operation of the venues, a breakdown of the expenses is not available.



The LCSD provides subvention to national sports associations (NSAs) through
the Sports Subvention Scheme to support the promotion and development of sports
in Hong Kong, assist athletes in competing abroad, and enable NSAs to provide
training at all levels, not limited to elite athletes. To ensure that the subvention
allocated to NSAs 1s used properly, the LCSD enters into annual Subvention
Agreements with NSAs receiving subvention, under which the funding terms and
conditions are clearly laid out for such NSAs to comply with and fulfil.
These include the submission of an annual plan (including sports development
plans) to the LCSD as part of the sports subvention application, and the provision
of quarterly reports on their programmes and annual audit accounts prepared by
certified public accountants. The LCSD conducts on-site inspections of the
subvented programmes and quality assurance inspections to ensure the quality of
programmes provided by NSAs, the adoption of proper accounting procedures and
their compliance with the terms of the Subvention Agreements. The subvention
amounts granted to NSAs between 2023-24 and 2025-26 are set out in Annex I1I.



Annex 1

Numbers of Programmes and Attendances at Museums and Art Spaces
under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department from 2023-24 to 2025-26

Museum/Art

Space®

2023-24

2024-25

2025-26
(As at end of February
2026)

No. of
Programmes

Attendance

No. of
Programmes

Attendance

No. of

Programmes|

Attendance

. Hong Kong

Museum of
Art

1316

1558 365@

1277

1692 157

951

1 193 155

. Hong Kong

Museum of
History®

1225

586 073

1299

943 534

1791

1 025 232

. [Hong Kong

Heritage
Museum

3561

766 916%

2 860

687 637%

2766

546 827

. [Hong Kong

Science
Museum

6 509

1351 783@

5873

1 477 349

5334

1 003 298

. [Hong Kong

Space
Museum

2170

1 022 633

2432

1 026 404

2267

877209

. [Hong Kong

Museum of
the War of
Resistance
and Coastal
Defence

1 665

168 016

1623

160 740

1 496

159 682

Dr Sun
'Y at-sen
Museum®

905

89 656

78

9007

264

33429

. [Fireboat

IAlexander
Grantham
Exhibition
Gallery

350

62 275

389

62 903

292

73 708

. [Flagstaff

House
Museum of
Tea Ware

252

94 888

365

96 255

405

94 045

10.

Hong Kong
Railway
Museum

514

246 098

599

227 406

565

189 235

11

.ILaw Uk Folk

Museum

18 260

13 636

13 033




Museum/Art 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
Space (As at end of February
2026)
No. of Attendance No. of Attendance No. of |Attendance
Programmes Programmes Programmes|

12.|Lei Cheng 3 29 191 3 26 300 2 23101
Uk Han
Tomb
Museum

13.Sam Tung 801 103 718 750 141 570 969 133 520
Uk Museum

14. |Sheung 48 37273 131 34 058 88 30 669
Yiu Folk
Museum

15. Hong Kong 703 49 706 662 52761 524 55920
Visual Arts
Centre

16. 01! 879 719 109 1 048 916 001 558 820 281

17. Hong Kong 339 96 407 419 95 683 313 96 226
Film
Archive

(1) Figures include in-house exhibitions, education and extension programmes. The numbers of
programmes and attendances are affected by various factors (including the type, nature and scale of
the programme).

(2) The higher attendances recorded in 2024 at the Hong Kong Museum of Art, the Hong Kong
Heritage Museum and the Hong Kong Science Museum were attributable to several well-received
exhibitions held during the year (including art exhibitions, an exhibition commemorating a
celebrity’s birth anniversary and national achievements-themed exhibitions and events). The
Hong Kong Heritage Museum also recorded higher attendance in 2023, owing to a popular
commemorative exhibition on a celebrity.

(3) The permanent exhibition had been temporarily closed for revamp since 19 October 2020, and
reopened in phases from 27 November 2024.

(4) Temporarily closed from 1 May 2024 to 6 November 2025 for upgrading the permanent exhibition

galleries to enhance the design and presentation, and for maintenance and renovation works.



Numbers of Activities and Attendances at Performance Venues

Annex 11

under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department from 2023-24 to 2025-26

Performance
Venue'!

2023-24

2024-25

2025-26
(As at end of February
2026)

No. of Attendance
Activities

No. of Attendance
Activities

No. of
Activities

Attendance

1. | Hong Kong
Cultural
Centre

587 512956

629 528 817

495

441 291

2. | Hong Kong
City Hall

522 280931

480 269 865

449

240 922

3. | Sai Wan Ho
Civic
Centre®

279

41 555

4. | Sheung Wan
Civic Centre

605 75902

637 88278

534

76 907

5. | Ko Shan
Theatre

635 272 672

620 275 390

547

264 076

6. | Ngau Chi
Wan Civic
Centre

377 42 928

440 49 858

410

41302

7. | Yau Ma Tei
Theatre®

8. | Sha Tin
Town Hall®

502 188 484

601 234 981

336

131 043

9. | North
District
Town Hall

365 52 878

333 46 765

355

50 069

10. | Tai Po Civic
Centre®

41

5148

11. | Tsuen Wan
Town Hall®

496 137 868

727 204 765

646

191 110

12. | Kwai Tsing
Theatre

425 131 535

489 150 675

441

127 701

13. | Tuen Mun
Town Hall

550 148 981

586 173 688

541

161 743

14.| Yuen Long
Theatre!”

199 79 731

229 85783

227

100 114

15. | East
Kowloon
Cultural
Centre®

122 7 827

597

93 054




Performance 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
Venue'" (As at end of February
2026)
No. of Attendance No. of Attendance No. of Attendance
Activities Activities Activities

16. | Hong Kong 130 1 056 433 107 822 706 131 959 343
Coliseum

17. | Queen 234 219 060 187 183 326 195 201 632
Elizabeth
Stadium®

(1)  Figures include all activities held by the hirers. The numbers of activities and attendances are
affected by various factors (including the type, nature and scale of the activity).

(2) Closed from April 2022 to mid-2025 for renovation and improvement works.

(3) Closed from September 2022 to the second half of 2026 for construction of Phase 2.

(4) The Auditorium and Cultural Activities Hall were closed from 18 August 2025 to 14 February 2026
and from 18 August to 19 December 2025 respectively for facility improvement works.

(5) Closed from November 2021 for facility upgrading works, and fully reopened in late 2025.

(6) Closed from 8 November 2023 to 6 February 2024 for renovation and improvement works.

(7) Closed from 1 January to 30 June 2023 and from 18 March to 30 June 2024 for renovation and
improvement works.

(8) The “Unbox EKCC” series was launched in 2024 with trial programmes held at selected facilities.
The venue became fully operational in November 2025 with a three-month “EKCC Opening
Season”.

(9) The Arena was closed from 11 February to 31 March 2025 for facility upgrading works.




Subvention to National Sports Associations (NSAs)

under the Sports Subvention Scheme from 2023-24 to 2025-26

Annex 111

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
NSA Subvention | Subvention | Subvention
Amount Amount Amount
($°000) ($°000) ($°000)
1. | Archery Association of Hong Kong, China 7,241 7,382 7,457
) Hong Kong, China Association of 11,234 11,366 11,566
" | Athletics Affiliates Limited
3 Badminton Association of 24,936 25,576 26,323
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
4 The Baseball Association of 12,303 12,607 12,772
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
5 Basketball Association of 16,826 17,506 18,770
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
6 Billiard Sports Council of 6,995 7,234 7,396
" | Hong Kong China Limited
7 Hong Kong China Bodybuilding and 4,342 4,465 4,542
" | Fitness Association
3 The Boxing Association of 5,220 5,548 5,816
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
9. | Hong Kong China Canoe Union Limited 9,512 9,993 9,815
Chinese Martial Arts Dragon and 5,467 4,799 5,450
10. | Lion Dance Association of Hong Kong,
China Limited
11. | Cricket Hong Kong, China Limited 8,779 8,948 9,034
12 The Cycling Association of 17,284 17,821 15,795
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
13 DanceSport Association of 10,317 11,123 10,537
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
14. | Hong Kong China Dragon Boat Association 6,782 6,951 7,074
15 The Equestrian Federation of 6,712 6,821 6,662
" | Hong Kong, China
16. | Fencing Association of Hong Kong, China 10,622 10,983 11,188
17 Flying Disc Federation of 4,281 4,727 4,958
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
13 The Football Association of 24,180 24,500 24,910
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
Hong Kong, China Gateball Association 3,755 3,805 3,842
19. ..
Co. Limited
20 Golf Association of Hong Kong, 6,082 6,227 6,359
" | China Limited
71 The Gymnastics Association of 11,691 12,199 12,479

Hong Kong, China




2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
NSA Subvention | Subvention | Subvention
Amount Amount Amount
($°000) ($°000) ($°000)
Handball Association of Hong Kong, 13,629 13,527 13,613
22. ) ..
China Limited
23. | Hockey Hong Kong, China 6,527 6,598 6,433
Hong Kong, China Ice Hockey 7,084 7,164 7,019
24. . .
Association Limited
25. | The Judo Association of Hong Kong, China 8,101 8,303 8,510
26 The Karatedo Federation of 6,876 6,459 6,574
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
Karting Association of Hong Kong, 5,086 5,198 5,267
27. ) .
China Limited
28 The Kendo Association of 3,698 3,830 3,866
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
Hong Kong China Korfball 4,714 4,986 4,765
29. . .
Association Limited
Hong Kong, China Lacrosse 4,288 4,609 4,693
30. . .
Association Limited
31 Lawn Bowls Association of 8,077 8,201 8,347
" | Hong Kong, China
32. | Hong Kong China Life Saving Society 10,316 10,509 10,955
33 Hong Kong, China Mountaineering and 10,242 10,333 11,000
" | Climbing Union Limited
34 Muaythai Association of 3,739 3,839 3,766
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
35. | Netball Hong Kong, China Limited 4,661 4,480 4,830
36 Orienteering Association of 8,576 8,746 8,957
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
37 Hong Kong China Federation of 5,478 5,789 6,082
" | Roller Sports and Skateboarding Limited
38. | Hong Kong, China Rowing Association 13,282 13,485 13,446
39. | Hong Kong, China Rugby 11,944 12,255 12,468
40. | Sailing Federation of Hong Kong, China 4,601 4,765 4,856
The Schools Sports Federation of 12,123 12,268 11,524
41. .
Hong Kong, China
42. | Hong Kong, China Shooting Association 8,284 8,304 8,385
43 Shuttlecock Association of 6,381 6,503 6,696
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
44. | Hong Kong China Skating Union Limited 4,913 5,026 5,114
45. | Hong Kong China Softball Association 6,391 7,093 7,183
46 Hong Kong, China Sports Association of] 4,979 5,197 5,254
" | the Deaf Company Limited
47 Hong Kong, China Sports Association for| 16,655 15,743 15,839
" | Persons with Intellectual Disability
48 Sports Association for the Physically 13,231 13,031 13,267

Disabled of Hong Kong, China




2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
NSA Subvention | Subvention | Subvention
Amount Amount Amount
($°000) ($°000) ($°000)
49. | Squash Association of Hong Kong, China 21,227 22,254 22,385
50. | Hong Kong China Swimming Association 19,278 19,179 19,638
Hong Kong, China Table Tennis 21,963 23,103 23,575
51. . .
Association Limited
Hong Kong, China Tackwondo 6,601 6,790 6,940
52. .. .
Association Limited
The Hong Kong, China Tennis 18,693 23,875 28,025
53. o .2,
Association Limited
Hong Kong, China Tenpin Bowling 5,886 6,115 6,263
54. T
Congress Limited
55 Triathlon Association of 7,292 7,661 8,324
" | Hong Kong China Limited
56 Hong Kong China Underwater Association 2,470 2,516 2,558
" | Limited
57 The University Sports Federation of 4,677 4,857 4,585
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
53 Volleyball Association of 21,672 25,815 28,225
" | Hong Kong, China Limited
Hong Kong, China Waterski 3,425 3,743 3,600
59. . .
Association Limited
60 The Hong Kong, China Weightlifting and 3,141 3,254 3,206
" | Powerlifting Association Limited
61 Windsurfing Association of 14,333 14,834 15,004
" | Hong Kong, China
62. | Hong Kong, China Wushu Union Limited 8,820 8,501 8,682

- End -






