Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2026-27 Reply Serial No.

CSTB222

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1211)

Head: (95) Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Subhead (No. & title): ()

Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism

Question:

Regarding the financial position of the museums under the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department (LCSD) and the review of their admission fees, would the Government inform
this Committee of the following:

l.

What are the following data for the 17 museums under the LCSD in the past 3 years —

(a) the total annual attendance; and

(b) the total annual expenditure, and a breakdown of expenditure by museum category
(i.e. history, art and science)?

The LCSD disclosed in early 2023 that it was reviewing the admission fee mechanism
for museums, yet no announcement has been made to date. What is the progress of the
review? What is the expenditure involved in the relevant consultancy study? When
are the review and the new admission fee arrangements expected to be completed and
announced respectively?

What is the total estimated expenditure for museum services in 2026-27? What are the
operating expenses broken down by major museum (Hong Kong Museum of Art, Hong
Kong Museum of History, Hong Kong Science Museum, Hong Kong Space Museum,
etc.)?

Asked by: Hon FAN Hoi-kit, Alex (LegCo internal reference no.: 23)
Reply:

The recurrent expenditures (excluding staff costs) of the 15 museums and 2 art spaces
under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) from 2023-24 to 2025-26,
broken down by museum category, are set out in Annex I. The total attendances, and
the total expenditures on staff, operation and related publicity work of the Heritage and
Museums Division are tabulated below:



2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
Total Attendance 7 000 367 7 663 401Note 6 368 570
(as at the end of
February 2026)
Expenditure 1,203.4 1,155.9 1,402.6
($ million)
Note:

The higher attendances recorded in 2024 at the Hong Kong Museum of Art, the Hong Kong Heritage
Museum and the Hong Kong Science Museum were attributable to several well-received exhibitions
held during the year (including art exhibitions, an exhibition commemorating a celebrity’s birth
anniversary and national achievements-themed exhibitions and events).

The review of museum admission fees is still in progress and does not involve any
consultancy study. In case of a need to adjust any admission fees, the LCSD will make
a timely announcement.

The estimated total expenditure on staff, operation and related publicity work of the
Heritage and Museums Division under the LCSD in 2026-27 is about $1.2731 billion.
The estimated recurrent expenditures (excluding staff costs) broken down by major
museum are set out in Annex II.



Recurrent Expenditures (Excluding Staff Costs) of
Museums and Art Spaces under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department
Broken Down by Museum Category from 2023-24 to 2025-26

Annex 1

Museum Category 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
($ million) ($ million) (Revised
Estimate)
($ million)
1 |Art® 176.51?@ 129.47 135.15
2 |History and Culture 266.02) 299.04® 317.84@W
3 [Science® 157.84@ 121.57 128.58
Notes:
(1) Including the Hong Kong Museum of Art and its Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware,

(2)
3)

4

)

and Art Promotion Office and its Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre and Oi!.

The higher expenditure in 2023-24 was due to the organisation of “Art@Harbour 2024”.
Including the expenditures of the Hong Kong Museum of History and its Dr Sun Yat-sen
Museum, Fireboat Alexander Grantham Exhibition Gallery, the Hong Kong Museum of
the War of Resistance and Coastal Defence, Law Uk Folk Museum and Lei Cheng Uk
Han Tomb Museum, the Hong Kong Heritage Museum and its Hong Kong Railway
Museum and Sheung Yiu Folk Museum, Intangible Cultural Heritage Office and its Sam
Tung Uk Museum, and the Hong Kong Film Archive.

Including the expenditures of the Hong Kong Museum of History and its Dr Sun Yat-sen
Museum, Fireboat Alexander Grantham Exhibition Gallery, Law Uk Folk Museum and
Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb Museum, the Hong Kong Heritage Museum and its Hong
Kong Railway Museum and Sheung Yiu Folk Museum, Intangible Cultural Heritage
Office and its Sam Tung Uk Museum, Chinese Culture Promotion Office and its Hong
Kong Museum of the War of Resistance and Coastal Defence, and the Hong Kong Film
Archive. The Chinese Culture Promotion Office was established in 2024, and the
Hong Kong Museum of the War of Resistance and Coastal Defence has been placed
under it from 2025-26 onwards.

Including the Hong Kong Science Museum and its Hong Kong Space Museum.



Annex 11

Estimated Recurrent Expenditures (Excluding Staff Costs) of
Museums and Art Spaces under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Broken Down by Major Museum in 2026-27

Museum/Art Space Estimated
Recurrent
Expenditure
($ million)
1 |Hong Kong Museum of Art and its Flagstaff House Museum of Tea 86.14
Ware
2 |Hong Kong Museum of History and its Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum, 115.53
Fireboat Alexander Grantham Exhibition Gallery, Law Uk Folk
Museum and Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb Museum
3 |Hong Kong Heritage Museum and its Hong Kong Railway Museum 80.73
and Sheung Yiu Folk Museum
4 |Hong Kong Science Museum and its Hong Kong Space Museum 127.84
5 |Intangible Cultural Heritage Office and its Sam Tung Uk Museum 28.52
6 |Art Promotion Office and its Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre and O1! 30.75
7 |Hong Kong Film Archive 57.11
8 |Chinese Culture Promotion Office and its Hong Kong Museum of the 41.92
War of Resistance and Coastal Defence

- End -





