Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2026-27 Reply Serial No.

CSTB218

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3480)

Head: (95) Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Subhead (No. & title): ()

Programme: (5) Public Libraries

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism

Question:

The Hong Kong Central Library (HKCL) has been the core of our public library service
network since its opening in 2001. In this connection, would the Government inform this
Committee of the following:

l.

Has any major renovation been carried out at the HKCL since its opening? What are
the dates, floors involved and details of the scale of the previous 3 instances of major
renovation?

What were the expenditures involved in the renovation of the HKCL in the past 5 years?

How many complaints were received in the past 5 years concerning the ageing of the
HKCL’s building or interior design?

Has the Government considered any plans for a comprehensive refurbishment of the
HKCL? Ifyes, what are the details? If no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon CHIK Kit-ling, Elaine (LegCo internal reference no.: 125)

Reply:

The Hong Kong Central Library (HKCL) has from time to time upgraded its facilities
and enhanced the reading environment since opening. Details of major renovation
carried out between 2022 and 2025 are tabulated below:

Period Renovation exercise

December 2022 to | Replacement of the library’s air-conditioning system and its
February 2024 cooling coil to enhance the system’s energy efficiency and
stability.




Period Renovation exercise
April 2024 to Enhancement works for the library’s passenger lifts to enhance
December 2025 their safety and stability.
June 2024 to Phased renovation at G/F User Education Hall, 1/F Lobby, 2/F
March 2025 Children’s Library, 3/F Adult Lending Library, 5/F Current

Newspapers and Periodicals Reading Area, 6/F Young Adult
Library and 8/F and 9/F Central Reference Library to upgrade
the library facilities and enhance the reading environment.
Renovation items include furniture replacement and
re-arrangement of the self-service area, computer facilities area
and reading area.

2. The renovation expenditures of the HKCL from 2021-22 to 2025-26 are tabulated

below:
Year Renovation expenditure ($ million)
2021-22 16.35
2022-23 14.80
2023-24 19.80
2024-25 17.21
2025-26 6.53
(as at 28 February 2026)

3.  The HKCL received a total of 21 complaints from 2021-22 to 2025-26 concerning its
building or interior design, mainly involving noise from air-conditioners, shortage of
flushing water and lift maintenance.

4.  The HKCL has since its opening been carrying out system maintenance on an ongoing
basis, and from time to time upgrading its facilities to enhance the reading environment.
There is currently no plan for a comprehensive refurbishment.

- End -





