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Question:

At present, students’ study rooms are provided at many libraries or sports centres in various
districts for free use by students. In this connection, please inform this Committee of the
following:

l.

What were the seating capacities and utilisation rates of students’ study rooms at
libraries or sports centres in each district of Hong Kong in the past 3 years? (Please
provide a breakdown by district.)

What were the annual numbers of applications for students’ study room admission cards
during examination periods in the past 3 years?

Has the Government considered the actual usage of study rooms in different districts
and taken proactive measures to increase the seating capacity of study rooms with
consistently long waiting time or excessively high utilisation rate by, for example,
converting idle spaces into study areas? If yes, what are the details? If no, what are
the reasons?

Has the Government considered applying smart technologies to provide real-time
information on the availability of seats in free study rooms across the territory, thereby
allowing diversion of students to different study rooms in light of actual conditions?

Asked by: Hon CHIK Kit-ling, Elaine (LegCo internal reference no.: 124)
Reply:

The numbers of seats and utilisation rates of students’ study rooms at public libraries of
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) from 2023 to 2025 are listed in
Annex.



There are currently 26 LCSD sports centres providing temporary study rooms. They
are mainly open to the public from April to June each year, with the number of seats
subject to the actual operation and space availability of individual sports centres.
Members of the public may use these study rooms free of charge on a first-come-first-
served basis with no booking required. As such, the LCSD does not maintain data on
their utilisation rates.

During the examination period from March to May each year, students’ study rooms at
public libraries extend their opening hours and are open in 3 sessions from 1 March to
7 May. Registered borrowers may apply for an admission card for one of the sessions
to secure priority seating. The total applications for admission cards each year between
2023 and 2025 were 2 506, 2 618 and 2 508 respectively.

The LCSD provides students’ study rooms at its major and district libraries as one of the
ancillary library facilities with reference to the standards set out in the Hong Kong
Planning Standards and Guidelines. When planning for new library facilities, the
LCSD will review factors such as the usage of study rooms at public libraries and
demographic changes in the district to assess the need for additional students’ study
rooms. During examination periods when demands for study rooms are high, the
LCSD will flexibly make use of its venues (such as the abovementioned sports centre
facilities) to provide study rooms for public use.

Apart from public libraries, students’ study room service is also provided by community
centres and non-government organisations. As suggested by the utilisation rates of
students’ study rooms at public libraries in each district from 2023 to 2025 (see Annex),
the students’ study room service provided should be able to meet the local public
demand. The LCSD will continue to review the usage situation in order to provide
more user-friendly services.



Annex

Number of Seats and Utilisation Rate of Students’ Study Rooms
at Public Libraries of the LCSD by District from 2023 to 2025

Number of seats in Average hourly utilisation rate
District students’ study rooms
2023 2024 2025

Central and Western 246 15.68% 18.97% 20.39%
Wan Chai 288 13.37% 14.67% 16.20%
Eastern 424 14.03% 15.06% 15.63%
Southern 252 13.92% 15.28% 16.53%
Sham Shui Po 578 22.94% 27.98% 30.48%
Kowloon City 322 20.78% 23.94% 27.12%
Wong Tai Sin 338 26.08% 31.02% 31.41%
Kwun Tong 685 19.64% 22.62% 23.83%
Yau Tsim Mong 375 32.00% 34.69% 37.84%
Kwai Tsing 520 19.44% 21.86% 24.07%
Tsuen Wan 162 33.95% 36.68% 45.58%
Tuen Mun 174 43.06% 45.11% 45.83%
Yuen Long 428 35.24% 41.92% 44.18%
North 350 22.74% 25.86% 26.43%
Tai Po 200 33.50% 37.21% 41.08%
Sha Tin 564 31.31% 34.81% 38.83%
Sai Kung 379 27.20% 31.88% 33.86%
Islands 236 14.41% 16.98% 17.83%

- End -





