
Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2026-27 Reply Serial No. 

CSTB216 
CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3478) 

Head: (95) Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Subhead (No. & title): () 

Programme: (5) Public Libraries

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN) 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism 

Question: 
The Hong Kong Public Libraries provides a network of static libraries, mobile libraries and 
self-service library stations that are evenly spread over the territory of Hong Kong.  In this 
connection, would the Government inform this Committee of the following: 

1. There are currently 1 central library, 6 major libraries and 33 district libraries in Hong
Kong.  What are their daily average number of loans of library materials and daily
average attendance?

2. What is the gap between the current ratio of actual population to number of libraries in
each district and the recommended planning standard?

3. The usage of some small libraries is comparable to that of district libraries which are of
different scale.  For example, the Siu Sai Wan Public Library has a high usage.  Does
this reflect a higher demand for library services in the district?  Will the Government
increase the number of libraries in such districts or extend their service hours in order to
meet the demand?

4. What principles will the Government consider when planning additional major libraries
in districts that already have district and small libraries?

5. Does the Government have any plans at this stage to provide additional libraries of
various types in the next 3 years?  If yes, what are the plans?  If no, what are the
reasons?

Asked by: Hon CHIK Kit-ling, Elaine (LegCo internal reference no.: 126) 
Reply: 



1. The daily average number of loans and daily average attendance of the Hong Kong
Central Library, 6 major libraries and 32 district libraries under the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department (LCSD) in 2025-26 are set out in Annex.

2. In accordance with the Hong Kong Planning Standards and Guidelines (HKPSG), a
district library should be provided for every 200 000 persons.  The LCSD has largely
met the requirement by providing currently a total of 38 major and district libraries in
various districts across the territory, details of which are listed in the table below:

District District 
Population 
in 2025Note 

Number of 
Major 

Library 

Number of 
District 
Library 

Number of 
Library in 
accordance 

with the 
HKPSG 

Central and Western 230 700 1 1 1 
Wan Chai 159 500 - 1 1 
Eastern 507 200 - 3 2 
Southern 259 600 - 1 1 
Sham Shui Po 439 600 - 3 2 
Kowloon City 437 200 1 1 2 
Wong Tai Sin 405 800 - 2 2 
Kwun Tong 675 400 - 3 3 
Yau Tsim Mong 300 100 - 2 1 
Kwai Tsing 494 600 - 3 2 
Tsuen Wan 303 300 1 - 1 
Tuen Mun 554 900 1 1 2 
Yuen Long 680 900 1 1 3 
North 347 400 - 2 1 
Tai Po 335 900 - 1 1 
Sha Tin 695 300 1 2 3 
Sai Kung 509 700 - 3 2 
Islands 221 700 - 2 1 
Total 7 559 800 6 32 31 

Note: 
The figures are based on the projected population by district council district in the Projections of 
Population Distribution 2023-2031 of the Planning Department.  As the district population figures are 
rounded to the nearest 100, there may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of individual items and 
the total in the table owing to rounding. 

3. The current number of libraries has met the requirement of the HKPSG.  The LCSD
will continue to collect usage data of existing libraries to analyse the usage habits and
service needs of readers and explore, subject to resource availability and technical



feasibility, the enhancement of existing library services, such as providing smart book 
drops, pick-up lockers and dispensers outside libraries, so that members of the public 
can return library materials, pick up reserved materials, borrow library materials and pay 
library fees in a self-service manner beyond library opening hours. 

4. In planning for the provision of library facilities, apart from the HKPSG as a major
consideration, the LCSD will also take into account other relevant factors, including the
geographical location, infrastructural and transport facilities, demographic
characteristics and changes of the district/community concerned, and views from
stakeholders and local district councils.  Major libraries serve as regional information
centres, offering not only standard public library services but also support to district
libraries in the respective or nearby districts with rich reference materials and special
collections to meet the public needs for knowledge, information and lifelong learning.

5 Library projects under construction or scheduled for completion from 2026 to 2028 are 
tabulated below: 

Library Project Works Progress 
Sai Wan Ho Public Library 
(district library) 

Overall construction has been completed, with 
commissioning scheduled for the end of 2026. 

Reprovisioning of 
Fanling South Public Library 
(small library) 

Interior works are scheduled for completion in 
2026. 

Joint-user Complex at 
Anderson Road Quarry 
(including a small library) 

Construction is underway for completion in 2027. 

Reprovisioning of 
Pok Fu Lam Public Library 
(small library) 

Construction is underway for completion in 2031. 



Annex 

Daily Average Number of Loans and Daily Average Attendance of Public Libraries 
in 2025-26 (up to end February 2026) 

District Library 
Daily Average 

Number of Loans 
(items) 

Daily Average 
Attendance  

Central Library 

Hong Kong Central Library 2 447 7 108 

Major Library 

City Hall 1 415 1 657 

Kowloon 1 434 1 062 

Sha Tin 2 044 2 162 

Tsuen Wan 2 387 2 113 

Tuen Mun 2 357 2 663 

Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai 1 742 2 332 

District Library 

Central and Western Shek Tong Tsui 708 960 

Eastern Chai Wan 929 961 

North Point 401 617 

Quarry Bay 849 847 

Southern Aberdeen 787 1 009 

Wan Chai Lockhart Road 671 949 

Kowloon City To Kwa Wan 580 1 472 

Kwun Tong Lam Tin 871 1 429 

Ngau Tau Kok 748 909 

Shui Wo Street 646 901 

Sham Shui Po Lai Chi Kok 791 1 263 

Po On Road 763 1 613 

Sham Shui Po 1 416 2 206 

Wong Tai Sin Ngau Chi Wan 659 662 

San Po Kong 860 1 608 



District Library 
Daily Average 

Number of Loans 
(items) 

Daily Average 
Attendance  

Yau Tsim Mong Fa Yuen Street 681 938 

Yau Ma Tei 930 1 306 

Island Cheung Chau 122 324 

Tung Chung 1 065 970 

Kwai Tsing North Kwai Chung 565 974 

South Kwai Chung 959 1 116 

Tsing Yi 870 1 358 

North Fanling 887 1 257 

Sheung Shui 708 1 259 

Sai Kung Sai Kung 360 604 

Tiu Keng Leng 1 446 1 998 

Tseung Kwan O 1 822 1 076 

Sha Tin Ma On Shan 1 443 1 633 

Yuen Chau Kok 870 1 113 

Tai Po Tai Po 1 273 1 916 

Tuen Mun Tai Hing 220 511 

Yuen Long Yuen Long 1 350 2 904 

- End -




