Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2026-27 Reply Serial No.

CSTB208

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1660)

Head: (95) Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Subhead (No. & title): ()

Programme: (1) Recreation and Sports

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism

Question:

Regarding the promotion of new sports by the Leisure and Cultural Services

Department (LCSD), would the Government inform this Committee:

1.  of the number of fun days or activities with new sports as the theme organised by the
LCSD in the previous year, the number of participants and the expenditure involved,

with a breakdown by new sport;

2. of the number of applications received and approved under the “Subvention Scheme for
New Sports”, the average and total subvention amount, the number of activities
organised and the attendance in each of the past 3 years, with a breakdown by new sport;

3. whether the LCSD will consider directly organising training courses related to new

sports; if so, the details; if not, the reasons for that;

4.  of the number of booking hours at each of the selected sports centres under the “Trial
Scheme on Opening up the Arena of Selected Sports Centres for Booking by Individuals
for New Sports Activities” in each of the past 2 years, with a breakdown by new sport;

5. whether the Government will consider extending the “Trial Scheme on Opening up the
Arena of Selected Sports Centres for Booking by Individuals for New Sports Activities”
to other sports centres across the territory; if so, the specific implementation timetable;

if not, the reasons for that; and

6. of the expenditure for promoting new sports over the past 3 years, and the additional
measures to be taken to enhance public understanding of and participation in new sports,

and to support new sports organisations?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Kapui, Judy (LegCo internal reference no.: 39)
Reply:



The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) organised around
100 promotional activities for new sports (including dodgeball, kin-ball, pickleball and
tchoukball) in 2025-26, attracting an attendance of more than 2 500 with an actual
expenditure of around $400,000.

2. Implementation details of the “Subvention Scheme for New Sports” from 2023-24 to

2025-26 are tabulated below:
Year Number of | Number of Total Average Number of | Attendance
Applications | Applications | Amount of | Amount of | New Sports
Received Approved Subvention | Subvention | Activities
Held
2023-24 25 21 About About 246 About
$2.1 million | $100,000 8 700
2024-25 31 20 About About 250 About
$2.5 million | $120,000 10 800
2025-26 31 23 About About 474 About
$3.5 million | $150,000 | (Estimate) 18 500
(Estimate)

3. In view of the increasing popularity of new sports, the LCSD will continue to organise
free promotional fun days in 2026-27 to help members of the public learn more about
new sports and have fun trying them out. It will also provide funding support to sports
organisations through the “Subvention Scheme for New Sports” for organising different
types of new sports activities (including training courses) for the public.

4.  The number of booking hours under the “Trial Scheme on Opening up the Arena of
Selected Sports Centres for Booking by Individuals for New Sports Activities”
(Trial Scheme) in 2024-25 and 2025-26 is tabulated below:

Year Dodgeball | Dodgebee | Kin-ball | Korfball | Pickleball | Tchoukball | Total
Booking
Hours
2024-25 81 7 53 59 4395 19 4614
2025-26 97 70 174 122 15019 168 15 650
(As at Note
February
2026)
Note: The increase in total booking hours is primarily due to the LCSD extending the

bookable time slots under the Trial Scheme from non-peak hours to all hours of the day
from 15 January 2025, and increasing the number of sports centre arenas opened up for
booking from 6 to 12.

5.

Under the Trial Scheme, the arenas of 12 selected sports centres and 7 non-fee charging
outdoor badminton courts have been opened up for booking by members of the public
to play new sports and pickleball. The LCSD will continue to monitor the usage of
these facilities, review the arrangements of the trial scheme in due course, and explore
the feasibility of opening up more existing facilities for new sports activities.



To further promote new sports and raise public awareness, the “101 Academy” sports
series on LCSD Edutainment Channel covers new sports. From 2023-24 to 2025-26,
a total of 5 short videos on these sports were produced, featuring cheerleading, kurash,
health gigong, tchoukball and kin-ball, involving an expenditure of around $100,000.
The LCSD has also been sharing short videos and posts on its social media platforms
about subvented new sports, such as tchoukball, standup paddle, pickleball, molkky,
kin-ball, kyudo, sport stacking, kabaddi and dodgeball. ~These short videos were
provided by the subvented sports organisations at no cost to the LCSD. In addition,
the LCSD organised approximately 100 new sports activities in 2025-26 and will
organise a similar number in 2026-27, with an annual expenditure of around $60,000 on
publicity and promotion.

To support the long-term development of new sports, the LCSD has regularised
the “Pilot Scheme on Subvention for New Sports” and renamed it “Subvention Scheme
for New Sports” starting from 2025-26, with an earmarked subvention of $5 million
annually. The LCSD has also increased the ceiling on subvention for each successful
sports organisation three times, from $100,000 in 2021-22 to $150,000 in 2022-23,
subsequently to $180,000 in 2024-25, and further to $200,000 in 2025-26.

- End -





