Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2026-27 Reply Serial No.

CSTB204

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1698)

Head: (95) Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Subhead (No. & title): ()

Programme: (3) Heritage and Museums

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism

Question:

It is mentioned in the Programme that the Leisure and Cultural Service Department (LCSD)
will continue to organise the Hong Kong Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) Month in
2026-27. In this connection, would the Government inform this Committee of the following:

1.  What is the estimated expenditure involved in continuing to organise the Hong Kong
ICH Month, including activity production costs, publicity and promotional expenses,
venue costs, administrative expenditure and total expenditure? What are the staffing

establishment, ranks, and expenditure on emoluments of the Department?

2. How many activities were held during the inaugural Hong Kong ICH Month? Please
provide a breakdown by activity name, content, participating ICH item and organisation,

attendance figure and actual expenditure.

3.  With the launch of the mechanism for recognising the bearers of the items on the
Representative List of the ICH of Hong Kong, what specific measures will be taken to
strengthen the connection with the bearers and encourage their participation in Hong
Kong ICH Month activities, with a view to enhancing ICH transmission and promotion?
Please provide details of such work, target number of bearers to be involved and the

estimated expenditure.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Hoi-yan (LegCo internal reference no.: 38)
Reply:

1. The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) will continue to organise
the Hong Kong Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) Month in June 2026, promoting
the ICH items in Hong Kong on all fronts through an array of programmes. Apart from
other existing resources, a provision of around $6 million will be earmarked for

organising the activities concerned.



The ICH Office under the LCSD has created 3 additional civil service posts
(including 1 Assistant Curator I and 2 Assistant Curators II) since 2025-26, involving
an annual expenditure on emoluments of about $2.02 million. These posts are
responsible for duties such as taking forward the Hong Kong ICH Month.

The LCSD organised the inaugural Hong Kong ICH Month from 31 May to 1 July 2025.
The activities held included over 80 ICH performances, 60 interactive experiential
booths on ICH and 24 field trips under “ICH Highlight Tours”, covering more than
100 ICH items and drawing an attendance of over 160 000. The expenditure for the
activities was around $6 million, and details of the activities are set out in Annex.

After announcing the mechanism and criteria for recognising bearers of the items on
the Representative List of the ICH in December 2025, the LCSD invited applications
from 6 January to 2 March 2026. The first batch of bearers is expected to be announced
in 2026. The LCSD plans to accord priority to support the transmission activities
carried out by recognised bearers of the items on the Representative List of the ICH
through the Community-driven Projects of the ICH Funding Scheme managed by the
ICH Office. The expenditure involved will depend on the activities and items covered
in the applications concerned and their scale. In addition, the ICH Office will continue
to review the content and effectiveness of Hong Kong ICH Month activities, and
strengthen the connection with and the participation of bearers by, for example,
providing platforms under the ICH Office’s annual regular events and during the Hong
Kong ICH Month for bearers to organise diversified transmission and promotion
activities.



Activities of Hong Kong ICH Month 2025

Annex

Activity Name Content ICH ¥ten.1/ Attendance
Organisation
ICH Highlight Tours
ICH Highlight Tours - ICH field trips in Multiple items 396
Islands District, (such as steamer
Tai Po District, making technique,
Yau Tsim Mong District, | wood carving
Sha Tin District, technique,
Eastern District and mahjong tile
Tsuen Wan District making technique,
- Explore the ICH-related | wooden boat
traditional craftsmanship | building
or items in the districts technique, paper
crafting technique,
etc.)
Carnivals/Fun Days
“Hong Kong ICH - Held at the Hong Kong | Multiple items 81301

Month 2025 Opening
Ceremony cum ICH
Carnival

Cultural Centre Piazza
Activities included

parades, performances
and interactive booths

“ICH Infinityco” Fun
Day

Held at the Hong Kong
ICH Centre

Activities included
performances,
interactive/experiential
booths and photo booths

Performances and booth
activities at
“Encountering Chinese
Culture” Carnival cum
“Vibrant ICH”

Held at Sha Tin Town
Hall and

New Town Plaza
Activities included
performances and
interactive/experiential
booths

“ICH Flavours” Carnival

Held at Oil Street Art
Space (Oi!)

Activities included
performances and
interactive/experiential
booths

(such as lion
dance, Engor,
dragon dance,
Hakka unicorn
dance in

Hang Hau in

Sai Kung, rice
dumpling with lye
making technique,
dragon beard’s
candy making
technique, blown
sugar technique,
etc.)




ICH Item/

Activity Name Content .. Attendance
Organisation
Exhibition
Genesis and Spirit — - Held at Hong Kong Multiple ICH 45 396
Treasures of Nature - Central Library, items of Jiangxi
Extraordinary Hakka: Sha Tin Town Hall, and 4 ICH items
Intangible Cultural New Town Plaza, O1! of Hong Kong,
Heritage Exhibition of and schools including Hakka
Jiangxi - Activities included unicorn dance in
display of exhibits, Hang Hau in
graphics, texts and video | Sai Kung,
screenings, in tandem patterned band
with on-site weaving
demonstrations by ICH technique,
bearers and interactive Hakka dialect and
experiential activities Hakka cuisine
Seminar and Public Unconference
ICH Seminar and - Talks and conferences Collaborator: 545
Public Unconference cultural promotion
organisation
ICH June
Performing Arts and Promotion Programmes
Other ICH-related - Performing arts Multiple items 11 815
activities by museums, programmes, talks, (such as
libraries and performance | guided tours and field Cantonese opera,
venues under the LCSD trips, film screenings, nanyin, guqin
teaching and learning making technique,
programmes, community | Cantonese music,
activities and online etc.)
programmes, etc.
Programmes of Partners
Sik Sik Yuen - Held at Wong Tai Sin Multiple items 27 840
Wong Tai Sin Temple: Temple (such as unicorn
Legacy of Taoist and - Guided tours, dance, pixiu
Traditional Arts, workshops, dance, dragon
Splendor of Intangible performances, etc. dance, lion dance,
Culture nanyin,

Hong Kong-style
milk tea making
technique, etc.)




ICH Item/

Activity Name Content .. Attendance
Organisation
Tung Wah Group of - Held at venues under the | Multiple items
Hospitals (TWGHs) — management of (such as
China Cultural and the TWGHs traditional funeral
Natural Heritage Day - Seminars, field trip, rites, sewing
workshops and guided technique of
monument tours wedding
costumes, gold
leaf decoration
technique, etc.)
Po Leung Kuk — - Held at the Po Leung Multiple items
China Cultural and Kuk Museum (such as sewing
Natural Heritage Day - Guided tours, technique of
workshops, talk, traditional
exhibitions, guided Chinese costumes
monument tours, etc. in Hong Kong,
herbal tea, etc.)
Total: | 167 293

- End -






