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CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3505)

Head:

(95) Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Subhead (No. & title): ()

Programme: (2) Horticulture and Amenities

Controlling Officer: Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (Manda CHAN)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism

Question:

Regarding the animals kept in the ponds of the parks under the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department, would the Government inform this Committee of the following:

1.  Which parks are keeping fish and turtles?

2. How many fish and turtles died over the past 3 years?

3. What were the average feeding frequency (in days) and the expenditure incurred?

4.  Were fish and turtles found dead as a result of pond cleaning activities? If yes, please
provide details.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Hak-kan (LegCo internal reference no.: 60)

Reply:

1. to 3.

Water features, such as ponds and artificial lakes, at leisure venues under the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) are designed solely for
ornamental purposes and not for keeping animals, including fish and turtles.
All fish and turtles found there were released by members of the public. Hence,
the LCSD does not maintain records of the number of fish and turtles found dead
in its water features over the past 3 years. As water features are part of leisure
venues, their operational expenditure is not available.

The LCSD has established guidelines that specify regular cleaning of ponds and
artificial lakes in its parks to ensure hygiene and cleanliness of water features.
During cleaning, if fish or turtles are present, staff must temporarily transfer them
to other ponds with proper care to avoid injury, and return them to their original
pond only after cleaning is complete. Ifinjured animals are found, the LCSD will



make appropriate arrangements to isolate them and seek assistance from the
relevant organisations.
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