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Question: 
While the usage of e-book collections of local public libraries has increased substantially in 
recent years, the total attendance of libraries and the number of materials borrowed have been 
decreasing for consecutive years.  According to the Financial Secretary, the estimated 
expenditure for 2022-23 is $46.7 million, representing a decrease of 11.2%.  It is believed 
that this is due to the expected decrease in the number of library users serviced, the number 
of books borrowed and the number of staff trained in using online library resources.  In this 
connection, will the Government inform this Committee of the following: 
 
1. What are the attendance figures of various public museums and libraries in various 

districts in the past financial year? 
 
2. Please tabulate the respective numbers of books that were newly acquired and those that 

were written off in the past financial year with a breakdown by District Council district. 
 
3. It has been reported by the media in recent years that quite a number of library books 

are suspected of teaching young people to evade criminal liabilities and undermining 
law-abiding awareness by deliberately depicting the “grey area” in law.  Are there any 
measures in place to regularly review such library books so as to examine whether they 
contain any indecent content and are still suitable to remain in the library collection? 

 
4. Self-service library stations have become relatively popular when public libraries are 

temporarily closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Does the Department have any 
measures to enable more readers to borrow and return library books at self-service 
library stations? 

 
5. Libraries all over the world are facing the same challenges.  To reform the library 

functions, it is a major trend to tie in with community needs and develop libraries into 
hubs of activities and learning for the public, narrowing down the knowledge gap among 
people.  Will the Government consider integrating libraries into the community, and 
trying to provide ancillary facilities such as musical performance areas, music rehearsal 
rooms and theatres in addition to books for loan by the public, similar to libraries in 



 

western countries, so as to allow the public to enjoy different services, thereby 
diversifying knowledge delivery to the public and increasing the number of library 
visitors? 

 
Asked by: Hon SO Cheung-wing (LegCo internal reference no.: 10) 
Reply: 
1. Attendance figures of museums and public libraries under the Leisure and Cultural 

Services Department (LCSD) in the past financial year are set out at Annex. 
 

2. The Hong Kong Public Libraries (HKPL) maintains an integrated and inter-connected 
network of static libraries and mobile libraries with access to its entire library collection.  
Acquisition and withdrawal of library materials are processed centrally, and books can 
be transferred between libraries from time to time.  The number of books acquired and 
withdrawn by the HKPL in the past financial year are tabulated below: 
 

Financial Year 
Number of newly 
acquired books 

(items) 

Number of books 
withdrawn 

(items) 

2021-22 
(as at 28 February 2022) 690 000 110 000 

 
3. The HKPL has been committed to providing a balanced and diversified library 

collection to meet the needs of people of different ages and sectors for information, 
research, self learning and profitable use of leisure time.  Due emphasis is given to 
healthy and educational content when procuring books.  In addition, library materials 
are regularly reviewed to ensure conformity with the collection development direction 
of the HKPL.  If any library material is found containing indecent content or suspected 
of breaching the law, the matter will be handled in a serious manner.  The library 
materials concerned will be suspended from service and withdrawal will be considered. 
 

4. In view of the latest situation of the COVID-19 pandemic, the LCSD informs readers of 
the latest arrangements of library services including self-service library stations through 
different channels, such as press releases and the websites of the LCSD and the HKPL.  
To facilitate the borrowing of library materials, the LCSD closely monitors the usage of 
self-service library stations, deploys additional manpower to replenish the books in a 
timely manner and arranges free-of-charge transfer of reserved books from temporarily 
closed libraries to designated library stations for collection of readers when necessary. 
 

5. The LCSD is committed to providing public library services to meet the community’s 
need for knowledge, information, self-learning and continuous education, to support 
profitable use of leisure time, and to promote local literary arts.  In response to the 
change of social role of public libraries and the development of Hong Kong society and 
people’s lifestyle, the HKPL has formulated a strategic plan as the blueprint for the 
development of its services and liaised with/engaged stakeholders to collect views from 
the public and local community on library services, facilities, collections and future 
needs.  The HKPL has also conducted opinion surveys and usage and data analysis, 



 

while making reference to the development of public library systems in different cities 
of the world. 

 
 The HKPL adopts a multi-pronged approach to develop, enhance and promote library 

services in order to keep abreast of the needs of the public/social development.  As for 
the development of hardware, new library facilities are planned as appropriate, having 
regard to district development, the availability of resources and technical feasibility, 
which includes actively exploring the feasibility of incorporating library facilities into 
other development projects of cultural and recreation/community/public service 
facilities of the Government, so as to optimise the use of sites zoned for “Government, 
Institution or Community” uses, thus enhancing the synergy of the service delivery of 
new facilities to bring greater convenience and appeal to the public.  In addition, the 
LCSD will carry out renovation/minor refurbishment at existing libraries for facility 
enhancement where it is technically feasible and resources are available.  Design 
elements will be employed for creation/flexible use of space, with user-friendly 
facilities.  Library facilities and reading environment will be enhanced to meet the 
needs of different stakeholders so as to rebrand libraries as cultural focal points.  For 
example, specially designed seats and tables will be provided in children’s libraries for 
young readers and families for paired reading; leisure reading areas will be set up in 
adult libraries to provide a comfortable reading environment; and discussion rooms and 
create‧info zone equipped with computers and multimedia digital service facilities will 
be provided for the youth.  As for software, the HKPL will continue to explore and 
develop different forms of service to enhance the reading experience of the public, 
actively strengthen and promote e-reading and digital services through online platforms 
in view of the prevailing reading trends and habits, and promote a reading culture by 
organising diversified activities at libraries. 

  



 

Annex to Reply Serial No. HAB057 
 

Attendance of Museums and Public Libraries 
under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department in 2021-22 

 
(A) Museums 
 

Museums 2021-22(1) 

1 Hong Kong Museum of Art 579 036 

2 Hong Kong Museum of History 257 145 

3 Hong Kong Heritage Museum 326 427 

4 Hong Kong Science Museum 1 074 769 

5 Hong Kong Space Museum 497 269 

6 Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence(2) - 

7 Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum 47 386 

8 Fireboat Alexander Grantham Exhibition Gallery 50 346 

9 Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware 55 407 

10 Hong Kong Railway Museum 134 354 

11 Law Uk Folk Museum 7 880 

12 Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb Museum 19 107 

13 Sam Tung Uk Museum 33 764 

14 Sheung Yiu Folk Museum 26 592 

15 Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre 38 640 

16 Oil Street Art Space (Oi!) 81 835 

17 Hong Kong Film Archive 44 497 

Total  3 274 454 
 
Notes 
(1) Attendance as at 6 January 2022.  Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

museums and venues under the LCSD have been temporarily closed since 
7 January 2022. 

 
(2) The Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence was temporarily closed for major repair 

and renovation. 
 
  



 

(B) Public Libraries 
 

Public Libraries 2021-22(3) 

Static Libraries 

Central and Western City Hall 342 414 

Shek Tong Tsui 157 691 

Smithfield 101 888 

Eastern Chai Wan 186 998 

Electric Road 78 881 

North Point 91 321 

Quarry Bay 140 426 

Siu Sai Wan 169 850 

Yiu Tung 52 514 

Southern Aberdeen 178 326 

Ap Lei Chau 53 651 

Pok Fu Lam 58 815 

Stanley 43 914 

Wan Chai Hong Kong Central Library 1 412 349 

Lockhart Road 157 270 

Wong Nai Chung 48 700 

Kowloon City Hung Hom 105 103 

Kowloon 210 743 

Kowloon City 73 428 

To Kwa Wan 155 017 

Kwun Tong Lam Tin 227 310 

Lei Yue Mun 51 306 

Ngau Tau Kok 143 101 

Sau Mau Ping 86 452 

Shui Wo Street 172 073 

Shun Lee Estate 59 829 



 

Public Libraries 2021-22(3) 

Sham Shui Po Lai Chi Kok 244 500 

Po On Road 271 668 

Shek Kip Mei 98 754 

Un Chau Street 76 411 

Wong Tai Sin Fu Shan 53 537 

Lok Fu 80 171 

Lung Hing 65 721 

Ngau Chi Wan 136 535 

San Po Kong 282 285 

Tsz Wan Shan 108 352 

Yau Tsim Mong Fa Yuen Street 211 265 

Tai Kok Tsui 94 269 

Tsim Sha Tsui 61 782 

Yau Ma Tei 226 568 

Islands Cheung Chau 53 793 

Mui Wo 11 909 

North Lamma 18 380 

Peng Chau 13 382 

South Lamma 336 

Tai O 3 490 

Tung Chung 207 077 

Kwai Tsing North Kwai Chung 263 280 

South Kwai Chung 285 380 

Tsing Yi 358 190 

North Fanling 265 755 

Fanling South 145 894 

Sha Tau Kok 17 956 

Sheung Shui 246 513 

Sai Kung Sai Kung 143 124 

Tiu Keng Leng 418 978 

Tseung Kwan O 327 635 

Sha Tin Lek Yuen 34 583 

Ma On Shan 451 547 

Sha Tin 463 799 

Yuen Chau Kok 317 980 



 

Public Libraries 2021-22(3) 

Tai Po Tai Po 433 205 

Tsuen Wan Shek Wai Kok 26 622 

Tsuen Wan 492 965 

Tuen Mun Butterfly Estate 51 237 

Tai Hing 95 916 

Tuen Mun 652 215 

Yuen Long Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai 354 093 

Tin Shui Wai North 98 119 

Yuen Long 476 856 

Mobile Libraries 

Mobile Libraries 1-12 182 027 

Total 13 483 424 

 
Notes 
(3) Attendance as at 6 January 2022.  Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

public libraries under the LCSD have been temporarily closed since 7 January 2022. 
 
 
 

- End - 
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